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Minutes of North Clare Network Meeting, Fri Dec 11th 09. 
Attendance: Katie Lewis (CABES), Ann Knox (Community Education Service), Conor Flynn (CAGS), Jennifer Coleman Clare Supported Employment Services), Aobhan Haverty (VEC Adult Ed), Amanda O’Connor (CABES). 
Apologies: Mike Ryan (BTEI), Josephine Dempsey (Youthreach)
Updates:

CABES Miltown Malbay eLearning finished for this term and hope to run another one after Easter. Family Learning Cookery currently on. Expects to set up an ITABE with help of Home School Liason Teacher in Mullagh, Quilty  and Annagh This and any other courses run by CABES will be advertised in the local parish newsletters. The new Manager, Cora O’Grady is at the centre fore 10 hours per week.  Amanda is there on Tuesday mornings in the West Clare Resource Centre and can be contacted on 085 7197516.

CLDC Gerry hopes to have a Horticulture Course 4-5 mornings per week up and running after Easter in Ennistymon. Currently sorting venues. Also has interest in further basic IT classes in smaller areas. 
BTEI: 2 IT classes have started in Fanore. A single module horticulture is planned for evenings in Liscannor. In Kilrusg BTEI is starting an intro to Childcare/Community/Healthcare with 3 common modules Work Experience, Health & Safety and communications. 
Also has a preparation for Leaving Cert 2 days per week till summer with Study Skills, Personal Development and Communications. 

Also running a preparation for Youthreach in Ennis from Mon 15th March. This is for 2 days per week and is for 6 weeks. 
CABES: Katie has 2 Family Learning courses ongoing and hopes to follow up with Family Learning and IT. She has found that night class attendance is not as good as day time class attendance.

She has a book club which meets on Wednesdays from 10.00 – 11.00 which is recruiting new members. The Library will order the books and the club is for Beginner Readers of Novels.

Contact Katie at 087 1334992 or klewis@clarevec.ie if your learners may be interested.
Adult Guidance: Conor continues to be in Ennistymon (library) every second Tuesday and goes to Miltown on request.  Miltown provision by request. Tel: 065 6897621 or cflynn@clarevec.ie 
In response to need, CABES now can provide a Writing module for those who are nor native English speakers and are studying at FETAC L5. 

2010 – 2011 Guide to Courses for Co Clare will be published again. Hope to print 10,000 copies (8,000 last year). Cost will remain same as last 2 years. Will shortly be writing to all providers.

AEO: Aobhan is exploring new themes in response to the current economic climate. Under consideration are Sport & Recreation L 5 for younger men, Outdoor Recreation for North Clare including hillwalking proficiency, guiding etc,  Tourism, Heritage and Cultural Studies in south, east and north Clare and a general cert in Cultural and Heritage Studies. 
Has met with DSFA with a view to collaborating with them to identify clients who may be interested in any of these in Ennis. Learners recruited through DSFA are entitled to out of pocket expenses for 18 - 26 weeks. Hope to have result of first collaborative effort underway after Easter. If the Ennis based initiative successful will look to broaden out to other areas.
Community Education Service: Very successful Adult Learner Festival events and very happy at champion coverage. 
CLLN has 2 members of Regional Learner Centre advisory group and one has to withdraw. The remaining member is from South Clare network and Mike Donnellan who is a VEC member attends East and West Clare Networks. If anyone would like to get involved please let me know. 
Draft Learner Handbook was circularised this morning. Please let Rory (CAGS) or Samantha (CLDC) know if something can be improved. We do not intend to publish the handbook in hard copy, rather to post it to CLLN site and let members edit it to suit their own learners. It needs to be formatted and perhaps to have language simplified.

Audit of Rooms Samantha (CLDC) has undertaken an audit of learning facilities available to rent for learning. If you haven’t replied it’s not too late. The latest version of the audit is posted to the resources page of www.clarelearningnetwork.org/  under planning.
Next meeting: Friday the 28th May at CABES room in Ennistymon Library (side entrance) at 1.30. Note that 2 hours parking is available locally. 
Agenda: Minutes and matters arising; Updates; Outcome from DSFA collaboration; September 2010 planning; AOB.
